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This is what the Members Committee have been working on
in response to requests from both members and staff.

Recycling bins have been put inside day services.
We’re working with the Thanet Day service to find the
best way members can be supported with the process
of recycling.

Members asked us to discuss the best way of
communicating staff changes caused by rising Covid
cases. These changes are now in place and working
well.

Tenants in one of our houses asked about replacing
their lounge sofas. Together with the Housing
Manager, they chose a suitable sofa.

Members and staff requested more Easy Read copies
of forms such as Complaints/Compliments and
Policies. We’re working with Fiona to create Easy Read
forms. These will be available soon.

Stephen and Natasha attended a Bank of England
Forum on Zoom on behalf of EKM. There were many
people with a learning disability from across the UK
on the call. The forum discussed difficulties people
with a disability face when using cash or card to make
payments and when applying for jobs. Stephen and
Natasha made some important and valuable points.
They were very proud to be able to speak on behalf of
themselves and their friends at EKM.

The Virtual Valentine Disco was a huge success;
members really enjoyed it and thanked our Support
Worker Tris Kennedy who volunteered to DJ.

In some day services, members have chosen their
new sessions, starting in April.

We know the number of people with Covid-19 has
been rising recently. We wish anyone who has tested
positive a very speedy recovery. EKM continues to
take measures to ensure members’ safety, at all
sessions and centres.

Thank you to all the staff at EKM for the continued support they give. While
rules often change, we still feel safe, listened to, valued and supported.

Thank you and Happy Easter.




A Message From Our
CEO Jason Gerlack

The Members Committee have once again been very busy speaking up for every-
one who uses our services. It is so important that you share your views so that
EKM can continue to meet your needs. You will see from their report that they
really do get things done. You can talk to a Committee Member or Fiona
Wonford - we want to hear from you!

Our Spring Forward Campaign is a great example of the Members Committee in
action. Stephen came up with the fantastic idea of an activity challenge to raise
money for EKM. Members have so many different interests and talents - from
cycling to drawing amazing artwork - that they could challenge themselves to
try. Read about how David is getting involved and please share your stories and
photos. We would love to hear about your challenges.

23 March marked 2 years since the first lockdown of the pandemic. Sadly, whilst
vaccines means Covid-19 is less severe for most people, we are still seeing a lot
of cases. I want to thank you for your patience and understanding whilst we
continue to have staffing issues due to illness. The UK government recently
released a statement on how the Adult Social Care sector is to move forward
with COVID. We are working quickly to interpret how this impacts on how we can
work safely and will be in touch with you.

I recently met with the committee of Ashford Mencap. For various reasons they
were finding it difficult to maintain their activities and approached EKM to ask if
we could help them. We were only too happy to step in and will be working
closely with the members of Ashford Mencap to set up activities locally in the

future. We look forward to meeting you soon and welcoming you to EKM.

Wishing you all a Happy Easter,

Jason



David Talks About His Spring Forward Challenge
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Our Fundraising Manager Jane Brooke (left) and David
(right) fundraising at the Co-op in Ramsgate

For David’s Spring Forward challenge, he will be doing walking and cycling

every day! He has been busy asking his friends and family for donations using
the sponsorship form, and so far he has raised over £20.

He said: “I want to take part in this challenge because it will make a difference
for me and it will raise money for East Kent Mencap”.

David and Jane Brooke (our Fundraising Manager) have also been on the radio

(Academy FM) talking about the Spring Forward challenge, which you can
listen to on SoundCloud here: bit.ly/3uiFccr

Take part in the Spring Forward challenge to raise money for East Kent Mencap!

This was a brilliant idea from Stephen on the Members’ Committee, who suggest-
ed that the members take on an activity challenge to raise money for EKM.

You can choose any activity you would like to try, and ask friends and family to
sponsor you. Ask a member of staff for the sponsorship form and to help you.

All of the funds raised will go towards more activities for EKM members. We can’t

wait to see what you do!
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Neil Talks About His Spring Forward Challenge

Neil with his dog, Lucie

For Neil’s Spring Forward Challenge,
he will be walking his dog, Suzie. He is
taking her out every morning. His
mum will be taking photos and
videos. Neil has a sponsorship form
and is asking his friends and family to
support him. Neil is on our Members
Committee and wants to inspire other
members to choose their Spring
Forward Challenge.




