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Introducing your Members Committee

bai

BenC - Ellie B - Paul P - Herne Laurie J - Ian S -
GOLD Herne Bay Day Bay Housing Swale Housing Swale Day
Resource & Community & Community Resource

NatashaR - Stephen S - Natalie S - Pat B - Amy W -
Thanet Day Deal Thanet Day Thanet Thanet Day
Resource, Housing Resource, Housing Resource &
Margate Ramsgate Community,
Margate

Thank you from our Members Committee

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone for sharing your
experiences of East Kent Mencap (EKM) and supporting us to get the job
done.

We are proud to be able to represent you and the services we attend. The
Members Committee is here to speak up on behalf of all members by
sharing both the challenges and successes we have.

We would also like to thank; staff teams, managers, senior management,
and the CEO for supporting us to make changes, overcome challenges,
celebrate successes, have our voices heard and feel valued.

If you have something to share, get in touch with a
committee member or email
memberscommittee@eastkentmencap.co.uk
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Welcome Ben

The committee welcomed Ben as the new
representative for GOLD - Getting On With
Learning Difficulties service.

Ben shared that he felt very happy and proud to
be elected, and was looking forward to being
able to represent the service on the committee.

Co-chairs

It was agreed that from August two members
would co-chair the meetings. One member
would read the rules to all and one would
manage the register, offer apologies and
manage questions.

In August, Paul and Ian were the first members
to co-chair.

Easy Reads

We have finished the Easy Read version of the
Complaints Policy and it is now available across
East Kent Mencap.

The Complex Needs Day Resource Manager has
asked for our support with creating an Easy
Read version of the Mental Capacity
Assessment form. We are hoping to complete
this shortly.

Shared role

Laurie is now sharing his Members Committee
responsibilities with Lee and Neil, who live with
him.

Handrails

Handrails have now been fitted in all toilets, not
just disabled toilets.




What else has our Members Committee been doing?

Refresh

Since members asked about decorating the cupboards
and organising a sensory / chill out area in Thanet Day
Resource, Margate, staff are on the case.

Staff are consulting members to discuss what they would
like on the cupboards and a room has been allocated for
the sensory / chill out, but it may take a little time to clear
and complete. Further updates will follow.

Swale members get out and about

Our Swale Day Resource Centre members
recently held a fantastic community
dinner. This was the first group outing
since Covid, making it an extra special
celebration.

Another event everyone enjoyed was the
Swale quiz. Lots of people attended and
members are hoping for easier questions
next time!

Thank you, Asda

A big thank you to Asda, Ramsgate,
for their donation to our gardening
club.

Thanet Day Resource members
enjoy gardening every week at St

Lawrence Bowls Club, in Ellington
Park. Asda has kindly donated art
supplies, so that on rainy days they
can continue the club indoors with a
crafty gardening session.




From our CEO Jason Gerlack

Welcome to our autumn newsletter, which features
lots of stories of members seizing new opportunities
and experiences.

Whilst we remain cautious of infection, more groups
have been getting together again, with quizzes,
dinners and exhibitions. I know how much members
enjoy working with other community groups and we’re grateful to the
groups and individuals who ran talks and workshops this summer.

Congratulations are due to our photography and arts groups in Herne Bay
and Thanet, whose work was exhibited at Sandwich Arts Week in
September.

I’m also very proud that we won three Care Awards, recognising the
incredible work of staff in providing outstanding support for members.

Finally, I hope to see some of you at our Virtual Halloween Disco on Friday
28 October. Tris will be spinning some spooky tunes and there will be a few
ghouls and ghosts appearing as well! Everyone can join this free event on
their laptop, tablet or phone, by requesting a link - see page 11 for full
details.

Best wishes,
Jason

FREE Laptops!

An exciting collaboration with East Kent College
and the Community Renewal Funding, gave us
the amazing opportunity to give away free
laptops at Trinity Day Resource.

19 laptops were given to members, staff and
the local Sheppey community, as they fulfilled
a specific criteria.

The laptops will help them access essential
new skills and training.



Award-winning Team

We are thrilled to share that we
have won three categories at the
Kent Care Awards 2022.

Some of our Members Committee
attended the special award
ceremony in Maidstone, together
with staff and Directors.

Amy W from our Members Committee shared: “It was fantastic; a very
posh hotel and red carpet. Natasha and I went up on stage to pick up
Alida’s award...I also held another award. We jumped for joy! I really
enjoyed it.”

el el & «er Our staff does an amazing job

' and these awards are a
wonderful way to recognise
their passion, commitment and
hard work. Congratulations
everyone!
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Happy anniversary The ScrapStore @EKM

The ScrapStore @EKM is celebrating 2 years
this September. We are incredibly proud of the
volunteer members and team behind the
service, not only are they helping the
environment by promoting upcycling but they
are also raising essential funds.
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Celebrations at Ashford Mencap

We held a celebration of Ashford Mencap, where we enjoyed hearing stories,
seeing photos, and listening to members’ memories. We look forward to

providing services to Ashford members in the months ahead. Please join us in
welcoming them to East Kent Mencap.

Books Beyond Words




